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Press Release

VIGINUM-Inria Science Prize:
promoting European scientific research
in the fight against information manipulation

VIGINUM, the French agency responsible for vigilance and protection against foreign
digital interference, and Inria, the French national research institute for digital science
and technology, announce the creation of an annual award to recognize and support
high-level European scientific work in the field of digital sciences applied to the fight
against information manipulation (LMI). This prize is part of a national and European
drive to strengthen information resilience, as well as a shared desire to promote
scientific innovation, interdisciplinarity, and the dissemination of knowledge.

Strengthened Scientific and Strategic Stakes

Faced with the intensification of information manipulation in the digital space, VIGINUM and
Inria are strengthening their cooperation to combine scientific excellence with operational
expertise. The collaboration between the two institutions will make it possible to merge Inria’s
expertise in artificial intelligence, data analysis, modelling, and understanding informational
behaviours with VIGINUM's understanding of information-related threats and its expertise in
detecting and characterising foreign digital interference. Together, VIGINUM and Inria aim to
support the scientific advances needed to better understand these phenomena, develop new
detection tools, and enhance society’s resilience to information threats.

A Prize to Highlight European Scientific Excellence

The VIGINUM-Inria Prize is aimed at scientists from the European Union. It recognises articles
published or accepted less than three years ago in a national or international scientific journal
or conference.

The relevant themes cover a broad spectrum of disciplines, including:

- data science and artificial intelligence;

- computational social sciences;

- signal processing;

- network algorithms and modelling.

The work must contribute to better detecting, analysing, or countering foreign digital
interference. The Prize consists of three awards, which will be granted as follows:

- Jury Prize worth €5,000;

- Innovation Prize worth €2,000;

-Young Researcher Prize worth €1,000.

The call for applications is open from Monday, 15 December 2025 to Saturday, 14 February 2026
at midnight.
Applications must be submitted on the SciencesConf.org platform, in accordance with the Prize
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regulations available online.
> Link to the application platform

A Structured and Transparent System

The creation of the VIGINUM~Inria Prize aims to strengthen ties between research and
institutional actors involved in protecting the nation against foreign digital interference, and to
support the emergence of leading scientific work in Europe.

This initiative stems from a three-year partnership agreement between Inria and VIGINUM,
including co-funding of the scheme and shared governance.

Two complementary juries will be responsible for the selection process:

e aselection jury, composed of representatives from Inria and VIGINUM, responsible for
reviewing all eligible applications and selecting the finalist articles;

e anaward jury, composed of institutional representatives and qualified scientific experts.

The official award ceremony will take place in spring 2026.
A Shared Commitment to Strengthening Information Resilience

According to Anne-Sophie Dhiver, Deputy Head of Service at VIGINUM:

“Faced with the challenges posed by foreign digital interference, public administration
and the research community must work collectively to bring knowledge and action
together. The ambition of this scientific prize, which we are proud to launch with Inria, is
to support research in order to accelerate our collective ability to concretely leverage
innovation—and in particular AI—to develop high-performance operational tools that
serve public action and civil society.”

According to Frédérique Segond, Director of Inria Defense & Security:

“Information manipulation has become a major vector of influence in contemporary
conflict dynamics, harnessing the power of digital environments to target and disrupt
individual cognitive processes. Responding to this threat requires a close alignment of
scientific expertise, advanced behavioural analysis, and proven operational capabilities.
The VIGINUM-Inria Prize reflects our shared commitment to supporting cutting-edge
research, essential for characterising, detecting, and performing advanced analysis of
information manipulation, in order to build hybrid strategies that strengthen
information vigilance, now a cornerstone of collective security and democratic
resilience.”

Press Contacts:

Inria: Magalie Quet, magalie.quet@inria.fr
VIGINUM : Presse viginum@sgdsn.gouv.fr
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About Inria:

Inria, the French National Institute for Research in Digital Science and Technology, supports the State in national digital research
and innovation strategies as a Programme Agency. Inria conducts more than 300 research and innovation projects with its 3,500
scientists, engineers, and support staff, in partnership with universities and the digital ecosystem (companies, entrepreneurs,
public-sector stakeholders).

Together, we explore key fields such as artificial intelligence, cybersecurity, quantum computing, cloud technologies, digital
transformation in healthcare, digital twins, and digital technologies for defense.

We develop concrete solutions such as software, tech startups, partnerships with companies across the national landscape, and
advanced training programmes.

Our objective: scientific, technological, and industrial impact in the service of France's digital sovereignty.
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About VIGINUM :

Created on 13 July 2021 and attached to the Secretariat-General for Defence and National Security (SGDSN), VIGINUM is the
technicaltl and operational service established by the State to strengthen the national system for combating information
manipulation.

With the purpose of protecting the digital public debate relating to the Nation’s fundamental interests, VIGINUM is responsible for
a defensive mission: the detection and characterisation of foreign digital interference.
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